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Introduction, Boundary Potential and Displacement Current





INTRODUCTION Role of Electromagnetic Interactions

Electromagnetic effects enhance fuel mixing and efficiency in advanced combustion systems 
using MHD principles.

Boundary Layer Phenomena

Coupled electromagnetic phenomena occur at the boundary layer between metal conduits and 
flowing natural gas.

Fundamental Electromagnetic Laws

Maxwell’s equations, Lenz’s law, and Ampère’s law govern electromagnetic interactions in the 
combustion environment.

Impact on Combustion Dynamics

Displacement currents and magnetic fields influenced by electrostatic potential affect flame 
stability and fuel efficiency.
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Electromagnetic interactions play a critical role in advanced combustion systems, particularly where magneto-hydrodynamic (MHD) effects are leveraged to enhance fuel efficiency and mixing. This presentation explores the coupled electromagnetic phenomena occurring at the boundary layer between a metallic conduit and flowing natural gas (NG). These interactions are governed by foundational principles such as Maxwell’s equations, Lenz’s law, and Ampère’s law. The boundary layer develops an electrostatic potential due to differences in work function and dielectric properties between the metal and the hydrocarbon gas. This potential leads to displacement currents and magnetic field interactions that significantly influence combustion dynamics. Understanding these mechanisms is essential for optimizing burner designs and achieving improved flame stability and fuel savings.





BOUNDARY POTENTIAL 
AND DISPLACEMENT 
CURRENT

Boundary Potential Formation

Boundary potential arises at the wall–fuel interface due to work function differences and 
dielectric mismatch during gas flow.

Electrostatic Field Dynamics

The boundary potential creates a time-varying electrostatic field that changes as the fuel moves 
through the conduit.

Displacement Current Induction

Changing electric fields induce displacement current density, a polarization current essential for 
electromagnetic interactions.

Impact on MHD Processes

Displacement current initiates downstream electromagnetic effects, enabling magnetic coupling 
and torque generation in MHD frameworks.
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When natural gas flows through a metallic conduit, a boundary potential develops at the wall–fuel interface due to work function differences, dielectric mismatch, and flow-induced charge separation. This potential creates an electrostatic field (Eb = -∇Vb), which varies with time as the fuel moves. The changing electric field induces a displacement current density (Jd = ε₀ ∂Eb/∂t) in the interface region. This displacement current is not a conduction current but a polarization current, as the moving dielectric medium carries induced charge. The presence of this current is crucial for initiating electromagnetic interactions downstream, setting the stage for magnetic field coupling and torque generation. These effects are foundational to the MHD framework and contribute to enhanced mixing and combustion efficiency.
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Interaction with Alternating Magnetic Fields, Lorentz Force on Boundary Charges





INTERACTION WITH 
ALTERNATING 
MAGNETIC FIELDS

Charged Fuel in Magnetic Zones

Charged fuel flows through zones with alternating repulsive and 
attractive permanent magnets creating dynamic magnetic 
interactions.

Induced Electromotive Force

Changing magnetic flux induces an emf opposing charged fuel 
motion, acting as magnetic drag or back emf.

Dynamic Flow Modulation

Alternating magnetic fields cause spatial emf variations, enhancing 
electromagnetic coupling and modulating the flow dynamically.
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Downstream of the boundary layer, the charged fuel enters zones structured with alternating repulsive (R) and attractive (A) permanent magnets. The velocity vector of the fuel is transverse to the magnetic field, and as the charged gas moves through these zones, it experiences a change in magnetic flux. This change induces an electromotive force (emf) according to Lenz’s law (E = -dΦB/dt), which opposes the motion of the charged fuel. This induced emf acts as a magnetic drag or back emf, resisting the flux change caused by the moving charges. The alternating nature of the magnetic field creates spatial variations in the emf, contributing to dynamic modulation of the flow and enhancing the overall electromagnetic coupling in the system.





LORENTZ FORCE ON 
BOUNDARY CHARGES

Oscillating Lorentz Force

Boundary-layer charges experience an oscillating Lorentz force due 
to alternating magnetic fields, generating torque impulses.

Micro-vortical Motion

Torque impulses induce micro-vortical motion enhancing mixing 
between charged gas and core stream near the wall.

Magneto-Hydrodynamic Coupling

Electromagnetic forces influence fluid dynamics through MHD 
coupling, improving combustion efficiency by better mixing.
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Within the alternating magnetic field zones, boundary-layer charges experience a Lorentz force (FL = q v × B). Due to the alternating direction of the magnetic field, this force oscillates, producing torque impulses on the charge sheath near the wall. These impulses lead to micro-vortical motion and enhanced interfacial mixing between the charged gas and the core stream. This mechanism is central to the magneto-hydrodynamic (MHD) coupling process, where electromagnetic forces directly influence fluid dynamics. The resulting mixing improves combustion by promoting better fuel-air interaction and increasing the activation energy transfer within the flow. This interplay between electric and magnetic fields and fluid motion exemplifies the power of MHD principles in practical combustion systems.
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Net Effect of Electromagnetic Coupling, Ampère’s Law in the System





NET EFFECT OF 
ELECTROMAGNETIC 
COUPLING

Displacement Current and Charge Flow

Displacement current at the boundary layer transports charge density 
downstream affecting flow dynamics.

Magnetic Interaction and Forces

Interaction with alternating magnetic field produces opposing emf 
and lateral Lorentz forces enhancing momentum exchange.

Enhanced Mixing and Combustion Efficiency

Resulting forces improve diffusion, charge separation, and mixing, 
boosting combustion stability and fuel savings.

SAMPLE FOOTER TEXT 1/22/2026 9

TMS TECHNOV M SYSTEMS P LTD

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

---
This slide references information from the following file: https://tmstechnovmsystems-my.sharepoint.com/personal/tms_technovmsystems_com/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B951230A0-0994-4E96-989A-FCEAA7A59AF4%7D&file=Electromagnetic%20interaction%20analysis.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true


The displacement current generated at the boundary layer carries charge density downstream, where it interacts with the alternating magnetic field. This interaction produces opposing emf (Lenz effect) and lateral Lorentz forces, resulting in momentum exchange at the boundary. These forces enhance diffusion, charge separation, and mixing within the flow. The net torque generated contributes to improved combustion efficiency in the burner zone. This sequence—starting from boundary potential, leading to displacement current, and culminating in magnetic field interaction—forms a complete electromagnetic loop that drives the MHD effects. The enhanced mixing and charge dynamics are key to achieving fuel savings and stable flame behavior in advanced combustion systems.





AMPÈRE’S LAW IN THE 
SYSTEM

Maxwell–Ampère Equation

The generalized Maxwell–Ampère law links conduction and displacement currents to magnetic 
field generation and circulation.

Displacement Current Induction

Displacement current induces a magnetic field that superposes with an external alternating 
magnetic field in the system.

Lorentz Force Interaction

The net magnetic field controls Lorentz forces, affecting torque and mixing in the combustion 
flow.

Electromagnetic Loop Completion

Ampère’s law completes the electromagnetic loop by linking changes in electric fields to 
magnetic circulation, reinforcing MHD coupling.
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Ampère’s law plays a crucial role in linking displacement currents to magnetic field generation. In its generalized Maxwell–Ampère form (∇×B = μ₀J + μ₀ε₀ ∂E/∂t), it accounts for both conduction and displacement currents. In the context of the combustion system, the displacement current (Jd = ε₀ ∂Eb/∂t) induces a magnetic field (Binduced) that superposes with the externally applied alternating magnetic field (Bext). The net magnetic field (Btotal = Bext + Binduced) governs the magnitude and direction of Lorentz forces acting on the flow. This interaction is essential for modulating torque and mixing effects. Ampère’s law ensures that every change in the electric field corresponds to a magnetic circulation, completing the electromagnetic loop and reinforcing the MHD coupling mechanism.
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Physical Picture and Field Interactions, MHD Torque and Mixing Enhancement





PHYSICAL PICTURE AND 
FIELD INTERACTIONS

Boundary Layer Polarization

Polarization of the boundary layer generates displacement currents that act like current sheets 
around the gas flow.

Induced Magnetic Loops

Displacement currents induce magnetic loops encircling the flow, modifying local magnetic field 
topology.

Field Interaction Effects

Superposition of induced and external magnetic fields affects B-field gradients, emf profiles, 
and Lorentz torque distribution.

Enhanced Combustion Dynamics

Dynamic electromagnetic interactions enhance mixing and combustion efficiency through 
complex field-flow coupling.
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The physical picture of the system involves boundary layer polarization, displacement current flow, and induced magnetic loops. As natural gas flows through the conduit, the boundary layer becomes polarized, generating a displacement current that behaves like a current sheet. This current produces its own magnetic loop encircling the flow, as described by Ampère’s law. The induced magnetic field modifies the local magnetic field topology when superposed with the external magnet array. This affects the B-field gradient, induced emf profile, and Lorentz torque distribution. These interactions create a dynamic electromagnetic environment that enhances mixing and combustion. Visualizing these effects helps in understanding the complex field–flow coupling and designing more efficient combustion systems.





MHD TORQUE AND 
MIXING ENHANCEMENT

Lorentz Force and Torque

The cross product of current density and magnetic field creates 
tangential forces generating torque near pipe walls.

Fuel Mixing Enhancement

Micro-vortical shear produced by electromagnetic forces improves 
fuel mixing and activation through energy transfer.

Field–Flow Coupling

Ampère’s law links electric field changes to magnetic circulations, 
influencing Lorentz force distribution in magnetized fluids.
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In the Lorentz force zone, the cross product Jd × Btotal yields tangential forces around the pipe wall, leading to micro-vortical shear and boundary torque. This enhances fuel mixing and activation through polarization energy transfer. The Lorentz force density is given by fL = ρe E + J × B, and the torque per unit volume near the wall is τ = r × Jd × Btotal. These equations describe how electromagnetic forces translate into mechanical effects within the flow. Ampère’s law ensures that changes in the electric field generate corresponding magnetic circulations, which in turn influence the strength and distribution of Lorentz forces. This MHD-induced momentum exchange is a hallmark of field–flow coupling in magnetized fluids, even in weakly ionized media like natural gas.
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Summary Table and Practical Impact





SUMMARY TABLE AND 
PRACTICAL IMPACT
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P H E N O M E N O N E Q U A T I O N R O L E  I N  Y O U R  M O D E L

Boundary potential E_b = -∇V_b Creates interface field

Displacement current J_d = ε₀ ∂E_b/∂t Transports charge through flow

Ampère’s law ∇×B = μ₀J_d Generates induced B field around flow

Lenz’s law E_ind = -dΦ_B/dt Opposes change, adds back emf

Lorentz force F_L = J_d × B_total Creates torque, mixing, drag
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The electromagnetic interaction model integrates several physical phenomena and governing laws to explain the observed effects in combustion systems. Key steps include boundary potential leading to electrostatic fields, displacement currents generating induced magnetic fields, and interactions with external magnets producing Lorentz torque. The summary table outlines each phenomenon, its governing equation, and its role in the model. Practical impacts include torque modulation, enhanced mixing, fuel savings, and improved flame stability. These outcomes demonstrate the effectiveness of MHD principles in real-world applications. By understanding and applying these concepts, engineers can design more efficient and stable combustion systems that leverage electromagnetic coupling for performance gains.
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